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the rolls of social security, disability, welfare,
and medicaid.

Arachnoiditis sufferers want to become func-
tioning, contributing members of society again.
The Traficant legislation will provide research
for treatments for arachnoiditis sufferers, in-
cluding treatments to manage pain. Pain-man-
agement treatments would enable sufferers to
once again become active, working members
of society.

It’s time to protect unsuspecting Americans
from this debilitating and preventable condi-
tion. I ask Members of Congress to join me by
cosponsoring my legislation.

f

SALUTE TO BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me this February in celebrating
Black History Month. I would like to take a mo-
ment to reflect on the courageous leadership
and civic duty that has shaped the commu-
nities of New York throughout this decade. As
we approach a new century, New Yorkers of
all ethnic backgrounds will face a new set of
economic, social, and political challenges. If
we stop and recognize the perseverance of
African-Americans in times of change, their
record of commitment to the pursuit of pros-
perity, integrity and opportunity for their fami-
lies and friends speaks for itself.

The tireless work of community and reli-
gious leaders in guiding African-American
communities have done much to improve the
quality of life in our city. I am proud to honor
this important occasion where African-Ameri-
cans join hands to acknowledge their accom-
plishments and their unique contributions to
our society and the world.

The level of civic participation in today’s cul-
ture is depressingly low among average Amer-
ican citizens. However, I am always inspired
by the surge of community spirit and leader-
ship from African-Americans in New York. Our
society would be a better place if more Ameri-
cans emulated the civic duty and moral
strength of their African-American counter-
parts. I hope that Black History Month is rec-
ognized and honored by citizens of all back-
grounds. I honor the work and vision of my Af-
rican-American colleagues in Congress and
throughout New York. May our city continue to
be blessed with their leadership.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM ROEMER
OF INDIANA
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Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, on February 5,
1997, I was not present for rollcall votes No.
9 and No. 10 due to the birth of my daughter
Sarah Kathryn Roemer.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea’’ for rollcall vote No. 9 and I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’ for rollcall vote No. 10.

25 YEARS OF GLORY

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a person special to Livonia, MI:
Father George Shalhoub.

For the last 25 years, Fr. George has been
a spiritual leader, church builder, educator,
loyal husband, and father. He was the driving
force that built St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox
Church, making the church what it is today.

Born in Lebanon, George Shalhoub immi-
grated to America and in 1972 he married his
wife, Nouhad, was ordained as a priest, and
assigned to the newly established St. Mary
Orthodox Church within 2 weeks.

After the birth of their first child the following
year, St. Mary’s broke ground for the new
church and fellowship building. In March 1976,
the congregation, led by Fr. Shalhoub, cele-
brated its first divine liturgy in their own
church.

After years of building, growth, and
progress, tragedy struck in April 1996, testing
the strength of the Fr. Shalhoub and the entire
St. Mary’s family. Their church was destroyed
by fire.

But just 6 months later, thanks to the hard
work, leadership, and dedication of Fr.
Shalhoub, St. Mary’s was resurrected from the
flames like the phoenix.

This week George, Nina, their four children,
and the entire St. Mary’s congregation cele-
brate 25 years of strength, dedication, commit-
ment, and faith. I extend my heartiest con-
gratulations on their special anniversary.
f

LET’S SHOW THE PUBLIC WE’RE
SERIOUS ABOUT REDUCING THE
SIZE OF FEDERAL SPENDING:
REFORM OUR CONGRESSIONAL
PENSION SYSTEM

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today I introduced
a bill to reform the pension system for Mem-
bers of Congress and their staff. My bill, the
Congressional Pension Reform Act, will make
the pension benefits for Members of Congress
the same as other Federal employees.

The Congressional Pension Reform Act of
1997 reduces the pension accrual rates for
Members of Congress and their staff mem-
bers. A pension accrual rate is the percentage
of pre-retirement pay earned in pension bene-
fits for each year of service. Under my bill,
those congressional Members and staff who
entered Federal service before 1984 will have
their accrual rates reduced from 2.5 percent to
between 1.5 and 2 percent, depending on how
long a person has worked for the Federal
Government. For Members and staff who
began Federal service after 1984, their accrual
rates are reduced from 1.7 percent to 1 or 1.1
percent. These changes will save the tax-
payers about $9 million over 6 years.

As a member of the House Budget Commit-
tee, I realize that we as legislators have to
make tough decisions which limit the size of

our Federal Government. We need to shift re-
sponsibilities from a bloated Federal bureauc-
racy to families and local communities. I want
to demonstrate to the people of Lancaster and
Chester Counties that I will impose sacrifices
upon myself and the rest of Congress which
are similar to those we ask others to make.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that Members of
Congress should be treated like every other
Federal employee. By reforming our own pen-
sion plan, we can reduce the perks of elected
office which have no place in our Federal
Government and which shake the public’s
confidence.

On January 30, I wrote to Budget Chairman
JOHN KASICH to urge that my provisions on
congressional pension reform be included in
the majority’s balanced budget package. Fur-
ther, I plan to have my bill included in the
budget reconciliation bill so that our shared
goals of reducing Government spending and
reviving the public’s trust in this body can be-
come a reality. I thank the Speaker, and look
forward to working with him to reform our pen-
sion system.
f

THE STATE OF THE UNION
ADDRESS

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
February 12, 1997, into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

Declaring that we have no imminent
threat and that the enemy of our time is in-
action, President Clinton issued a call to ac-
tion in his State of the Union address. It was
a call to keep our economy and our democ-
racy strong, to strengthen education and
harness technology, to build stronger fami-
lies and communities, and to keep America
the world’s strongest force for peace, free-
dom, and prosperity. The President used
more of the ‘‘bully pulpit’’ in the speech,
often using rhetoric and challenges to the
American people rather than urging new fed-
eral programs.

In many ways, the address distilled the
President’s thinking about what is needed to
prepare the American people for the 21st cen-
tury. He said we need to ‘‘take the tough de-
cisions in the next four years that will carry
our country through the next fifty years’’.

ROLE OF GOVERNMENT

The President sought to define himself, his
agenda, and his presidency for the American
people, and he certainly summed up his view
of government. He said we must be commit-
ted to ‘‘a new kind of government—not to
solve all our problems for us, but to give all
our people the tools they need to make the
most of their own lives’’.

The President clearly focused on small, in-
cremental proposals rather than the sweep-
ing federal initiatives he proposed when he
first took office, such as health care reform.
Even when the President promises to focus
time, energy, and money on an issue—like
education—he proposes something less than
an all-out federal assault. Overall, he
brought together many proposals from his
recent speeches in an effort to frame a pro-
gram that seems significant but would cost
relatively little.

DOMESTIC PRIORITIES

His discussion of his domestic priorities
was by far the most detailed portion of his
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